








Table 2. Elkhart County Population by Township, 1990 - 2000

Housing
1990 2000 Units Persons per

Township Population Population % increase 2000 Unit
Baugo 6,640 7,646 15.2% 2935 2.61
Benton 1,762 2,342 32.9% 779 3.01
Cleveland 7,843 9,729 24.0% 3780 2.57
Clinton 3,735 4,153 11.2% 1151 3.61
Concord 49,126 55,377 12.7% 21794 2.54
Elkhart 27,995 33,986 21.4% 12831 2.65
Harrison 2,693 2,885 7.1% 880 3.28
Jackson 3,232 . 3,409 5.5% 1199 2.84
Jefferson 4,606 6,545 42.2% 2270 2.88
Locke 3,881 4,200 8.2% 1476 2.85
Middlebury 5,770 7,028 21.8% 2262 3.11
Olive 2,895 2,847 -1.75 1037 275
Osolo 22,452 26,369 17.4% 11245 2.34
Union 5,487 5,827 6.2% 2136 2.73
Washington 5,136 7,019 36.7% 2803 2.50
York 2,947 3,429 16.4% 1213 2.83
Total Population 156,198 182,791 17.0 69791 2.23
Cities and Towns
Elkhart 43, 627 51,814 18.9 21688 2.39
Goshen 23,797 29,383 23.4 11264 2.64
Nappanee 5,510 6,710 21.7 2647 2.43
Middlebury 2,004 2,956 47.5 1099 2.73
Wakarusa 1,667 1,618 -.029 . 618 2.62
Bristol 1,113 1,382 21.9 .4 559 2.77
Millersburg 854 868 .016 324 2.69

Source: U.S. Census 2000

Components of Demographic Change (Elkhart County Housing Needs Assessment page 6-7)

In the early 1990°s, local agencies advertised in Mexico to attract new low wage workers for the
recreational vehicle industry. This lone event has resulted in a constant in-migration of Hispanics
and others that continues today. The County’s international migration of 1,163 persons for the
period 2001-2002 ranks second in the state.

Elkhart County’s 16,300 plus Hispanic residents are the third largest concentration of any county
in the state. The county also ranks third on other races, and fifth in American Indians or Alaskan
Natives. Hispanic residents are concentrated in Elkhart and Goshen cities and a notable Ukranian

population is growing in Goshen.















term and the necessary leadership and resources to maintain that sustainability must be identified
and put into place.

Community leaders and service providers also recognize that many systems are set up to provide
help after a problem has surfaces. There is a lack of a coordinated plan to start developing
preventative measures to improve housing conditions in the community.

I1. HOUSING ISSUES
A. LEAD HAZARDS

Elkhart County Health Department has just completed and incorporated a Lead-based paint
Elimination Plan which includes preventative education and outreach activities to reduce
lead-based paint hazards in Elkhart County’s housing stock. The complete Lead Elimination
Plan is available through the Elkhart County Health Department’s website:
www.elkhartcountyhealth.org.

From 1991 to 1993, the Elkhart County Health Department was the regional testing site for
lead-based paint screening. The regional site designation has since changed. However, the
Elkhart County Health Department Healthy Beginnings Program continues to conduct blood-
lead level screenings and have screened 2378 children from 2004 to 2006.

The Elkhart County Health Department (ECHD) and the Healthy Beginnings WIC Program
began lead screening in 2003 and continues to provide free blood lead level screenings on all
children at age one. In 2003, 744 tests were done, 879 in 2004, 665 tests in 2005, and 855
tests were done in 2006. The Community Health Nursing (CHN) Division began offering
free lead screenings in 2004 at the Elkhart and Goshen offices. In 2004, 77 children were
tested, 286 in 2005 and 576 in 2006. Already in 2007 between Health Beginnings WIC and
CHN 434 lead tests have been performed. A total of 4082 children have been lead screened
since 2003 between both divisions of the Health Department. The lead screens are drawn at
both these sites and are sent to South Bend Medical Foundation (SBMF) for analysis.
Regularly the SBMF provides about nearly $20,000 of free lead testing yearly to children.

The screening starts with children at 12 months of age and continues up to 6 years of age.
Blood lead level results are classified ranging from 0-9ug/dl, 10-14ug/dl, 15-19ug/dl, 20-
44ug/dl, 45-69ug/dl and 70ug/dl and above. A lead level of < 10 requires lead education to
the parents or family, additional actions the local health officer deems necessary and a
follow-up lead test in one year. A child with a blood lead level 10 and above is considered
lead poisoned and requires coordination of case management. This includes notification to
the child’s primary medical provider, education to the parents and family, testing of all
children below the age of 7 living in the home and an initial home visit. The home visit
includes a medical, developmental, nutritional, behavioral history, lead education and an
Environmental Lead Risk Assessment to identify and evaluate lead exposures within the
child’s environment. Case management continues with visits to the home to give parents and
family lead education on lead hazards found in the home, monitor child’s health and follow-
up required lead tests. All children up to age 3 are referred to First Steps for a Developmental
Assessment.  Children above age 3 are referred to other appropriate agencies for
developmental screening.

Heart City Health Center (HCHC) in Elkhart, Maple City Health Care Center in Goshen and
other private physicians in Elkhart, Goshen, Middlebury, Nappanee, Wakarusa, New Paris
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Some agencies and municipal divisions are currently coordinating efforts through the Elkhart
County Lead Task force. Member agencies are listed below. The collaboration by these 55
members will be continued along with education and information distribution from the health-
related agencies and neighborhood clinics.

Bristol Street Pediatrics Greentree Environmental Services
City of Elkhart Heart City Health

City of Goshen Hispanic/Latino Health Coalition
County Commissioners Indiana Department of Environmental Management
DaLin Remodeling Improving Kid’s Environment
Elkhart County Health Department Indiana Lakeland Girl Scout Council
Elkhart General Hospital LaCasa of Goshen, Inc

Elkhart Housing Authority Minority Health Coalition

Elkhart and St Joseph Counties Head Start Consortium

Goshen Community Schools St Joseph County

Goshen Housing Authority South Bend Medical Foundation

The following is a list of current or planned activities and programs:
Conducting lead presentations to school nurses, daycares and physicians;
Providing lead prevention and education tables at health fairs;
Providing lead screening at health fairs;
Conducting special screening events targeting high risk groups such as minority populations;
Providing outreach and education to current families of lead poisoned children;
Distributing lead prevention & awareness flyers to homes in specific target neighborhoods;
Distributing lead prevention & awareness flyers at all Kindergarten Round-Ups in the county;
Providing lead-dust control training and supplies to families; and
Generate community support through donations of time, talent, resources, and finances.
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